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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRAQ 

1 . ACCORDING TO USUALLY WELL INFORMED USINT SOURCE, 
SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRAQ CONTINUES TENSE. APPROXIMATELY, 
TWO WEEKS AGO SIX KURDISH PROFESSIONAL MEN, INCLUDING 

A PROFESSOR AT SULAIMANIYAH UNIVERSITY, WERE TRIED AND 
EXECUTED FOR FORMING A SECRET POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. 
EXECUTIONS TOOK PLACE IN THE JAIL AT KIRKUK, AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH IRAQI CUSTOMS, THE FAMILIES WERE INFORMED 
AND ASKED TO PICK UP THE BODIES. FAMILIES ARRIVED AT 
THE MAIL IN A CONVOY OF ABOUT 200 CARS AND A SPONTANEOUS 
DEMONSTRATION TOOK PLACE WHICH REQUIRED THE INTERVENTION 
OF THE SECURITY FORCES TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER. THE 
NEXT DAY, SCHOOL CHILDREN IN THE HOME COMMUNITIES OF THE 
EXECUTED MEN ALL APPEARED IN SCHOOL WEARING BLACK AS A 
PROTEST AND THE SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT. 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS QUIETLY PASSED THE WORD THAT DEPORTA- 
TION TO THE SOUTH WILL BE RESUMED IF THERE ARE ANY 
FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS. THE SITUATION, HOWEVER, REMAINS 
TENSE. 

2. ADDING TO THE TENSION IS THE RECENT DEATH OF A 

KURDISH MEMBER OF THE IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY WHO HAD BEEN 
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ARRESTED AND TORTURED IN PRISON DURING THE KURDISH 
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UPRISING. HE HAD BEEN PARTLY PARALIZED AS A RESULT AND 
HAD BEEN KEPT IN A PRISON HOSPITAL IN BAGHDAD IN RECENT 
MONTHS. UPON HIS DEATH IN THE HOSPITAL, HIS RELATIVES 
WERE PERMITTED TO TAKE HIS BODY HOME FOR A FUNERAL IN 
THE NORTH. DURING THE FUNERAL THERE WERE DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND SPEECHES MADE AGAINST THE REGIME BY KURDISH MEMBERS 
OF THE IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY. 

3. IN GENERAL, SOURCE BELIEVES THAT SITUATION IN NORTH 
IS NOT BEING HANDLED WELL BY GOI. ALL TOO FREQUENTLY 
SECURITY OFFICERS AND PARTY MEMBERS ARE ASSIGNED TO 
THE NORTH AS A PENALTY FOR POOR PERFORMANCE ELSEWHERE. 

AS A RESULT, MISTAKES ARE BEING MADE IN ADMINISTERING 
THE TERRITORY AND THERE IS CONSIDERABLE PETTY GRAFT 
AND CORRUPTION ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENT CADRES. 

WILEY 
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